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that became

a great

1€ picnic -

escape

Newfoundland students take a wartime
memoir 1o Washington

BY SHAWNA RICHER, PARADISE, NFLD.

arry Rielly's compelling sto-

1y opens & long way from
gls-?araﬁise on the Rock he

‘calls home ~~ the one that

Alex, theTrotagoniat in Rielly’s sto-
ry; ﬁnds at ﬂ:e ‘end-ofhis Jong jour-

Rha]]yfis a Bt ]ulh.n's based musi-
cidii ‘et writer whose Tt play,
B

g
months, ’I‘he spotlight begins to-
mortow, when the drama clib from
Prisice of Wales Collepiate-in-5t.
jolmy's, mmade up of stidenis in
Grades 10,91 and 12, will perform
Sonie Plenic at the Georgetown
Convention Centre in Waskirigion,

The project was sponsored by
1he Asper Foundation, which'each

year splects roughly 800 high-
scheol students from across Cang-
da to visit the United States Holo-

cavsi Museum and toke part in an .

educational curricvlum provided

Rights and the Hologaust. This is
the fret fime that parteipants from

by the Poundation pn Human |

Newfoundiand and Labradar have

been chosen.
from this stuff, esperially for ehil-

sionable, 1% can learn about this
suiff in g Hon-threatening way"
says Rielly, best knmown in 5t Johns
as the children’s performer, The
Teddy Bear Man,

*1t’s one thing for us o disenss it

that this tenible thing -can never
happen again — but they are the

*It’s important not to shy away -
dreq; begause-they are §o impres- -

as adulis in e historjcel gense — -

“1@ They- were afraid 1 they told h:m,

&
is about onefamﬂyE

-
et the
esmez;

Day, a 17-year—

B, ‘El’.mme ufWa]es. !

-Alx. His parents, Mauri

i
: :u Alexs father, they~,
inmediately, on May 8, 1940,

malinii ot just in time. But his’

dotagll the boy-the ruth

ir often-frightening journey. .

they tell lim they are go-
ing o|1 apicoic.
“T wanted this story to come

¥ ‘v Jed 1o believe he was golng on

a pimnic, thathis parents were tak-

s yeal-life trip to¢

5 Bl SRS Tie day. But i
were packing up all this weird s

thereal story it would Jeak out nnd
foil thelr plan to escape.
. "They got out. But they lost

‘l‘ha play tells the story of
aboy whose parents have
asingle day'snetice to
paclmp thefamily amL
flaa the Nazis

SRR

Some Picnic has its origins in ip-
terview transcripts with Sherils
duther and grandparents on the
subject of theirJife in Burope and
gseape from the Nazis, Her father
bas rend the saript alobg the way
and pifezed input maostly to gef the
detalls -right. *His memory was

| frooithe hoy,Alex,” Rielly says. *He  sharp dd part of it had to do with

y - dparents’  datermination
not to/make this such a hortibls

thirig for him," she says. "He
had very much a kid's notion ot‘

Sherril, who says her fathe
eventuallysee the play, predil
will be overwhelmed to see i
‘work performed,

~The real-life iip lasted more
than si¥ months, and igok Alex and
his family from theirhome in Brus-

sels to France, Spain; Portugel and. -
then London, whire they lived un- .

il maving to Montreal when Alex
was gbout 16,

Rielly fiddled with the details of
the script up untl the last. week,

intpTpozsting detalls supplied by,

the real Alex, The students, wlio
have “been- mentored by drama
teacher Tolson Bardpipton, bave
cmbraced the swory even more en-
thusiastically than Rielly thought
possible.-
"Thestudeutshwereallytakemt
o ‘Rielly says. "Some-of them
have even adepied Jewish accents
for it. It's very powerful stadl"
Kéjfh, Samuelson, an Bnglish

" teacher at Prigce of Wales and a

Holocoust and  human-rights

afamnily frorn Brusdels o Brance, Spain, Portugal, Londanand finally

chiolat, had been: ‘agkad By fhe -
Asper-Foundation tq infxgdnce its
olgeanst-education pro ke .
fudints on the nomﬁ}wﬁo
sarie time. Riely brought. k
-Some- Picriic, jels
Jie had o b e it peiuimed, He
talkedl to the fo danun,wmchput
< fhe play on the prograit,
- “Tjust ﬂmught, 'Whnt wae'per—
form it in " yecalls
Samuelsor, "I heen a dream .
‘comertriie, It's sncha personal play:
"The person is still - alive. and? the-
students.are tn]dnguit.and purh'a -

iop,
i i m“g%i?;;’
eventlsmllyﬁomeﬂnmg And that
it's an original work is so powerful,” .

Soamtich go that the organizers ol
the Edmonton Fringe Festival have
already:called;smd-are planning to -
put it on'later this summer.

*“The play really-gets-you right in
here,” Shar%l Gilbert says, touching
her clenched fist to her heart. "It
-doesnt - ]ust siay i your head, It
males’ you wart to do something
in theworld" -




